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ſeen the Votes of the Honſe of Commons of the 


PREFACE. © 


pets T generally happens, that Projeftors 
WED) are ſo Fond of their own Con- 
ceits, that they Overlook all the 
Weakneſſes of them. T will not . 
therefore preſume, that my Pros 
poſal is without many Exceptions ; 
indeed; hardly any Thing 4s Pers 
fefted at the Firſt Heat ; and, 
perhaps, had T allow'd my ſelf Time, T might have 
brought This into a little better Form. But having 


31ſt of January, which, I believe, were by the 
Good Providence of G O D put into the Minds of 
that Honourable Houſe, as a Bleſſing on the 
Religious Faſt they kept the day-. before ; I made 
haſte to ſpeak a Word i ſeaſon, ſmce Tumely Hints 


are 


The PREFACE. 
are better than the moſt Conſummate Works that come 
" too late. Aud if 4 can but give... the leaſt Hint from 
whence a Good Deſign may be formed, for the 
Compaſſing the Ends I propoſe, I have done a Good 
Service to the Publick ; for Which, I hope, all my 
Faults may be Pardoned, 


» 


Modeſt P2opoſal, QC, 


FI T cannot be deny'd, but that We have already maniy 1 ” 
good Laws for the Relief of the Poor in their laſt | * 
Neceflities; and likewiſe there are many Boynri- 
ful Donations, and a general good Inclination to 

| Charity in the People of this Land (efpeciaily when 

they think their Charity will not be abuſed) whereby 

a more liberal and plentiful Proviſion for the. Poor 1s 

or might 'be made. There are alſo good Laws, it well 

executed, for the Correion of Idle and Riotous Per- 
ſons : And, for thoſe whole Idleneſs and Riot ha h led 
them into the high Crimes of Robbery, Burglary, Clipping 
and Coyning, and the like, our Laws have provided the 

Puniſhment of Death, which being look'd up6n as the 

higheſt Puniſhment, hath been thought the moſt likely 

to deter Men from theſe Crimes, ſo miſchievous to the 

Publick Good and Safety. But yet it muſt be confels'd, 

that in many places the Poor are not ſufficieatly pro- 

vided for ; That the Land is weaken'd and w b 

| Sloth and Riot ; and that the number of thoſe high Cri- 

minals, ſuch as Robbers, Houſe-breakers, Clippers and 

Coiners, and the like, doth daily rather encreale than di- 

miniſh, And indeed, it cannot be otherwiſe, while there 
is 
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an Habit of Idleneſs and Luxury, out of which it isnext 
to impoſlible for them ever to deliver themſelves, tho? 
you provide never ſo many Puftifhments ro terrtfie them. 
The great DefeCt then, as Teonceive; of all the- Remedies 
we have at preſent for theſe Evils lies in this, That there 
is no effeQtual courſe taken to keep perſons from getting 
into an Habit of /dleneſs and Luxury; or, when they 
are got into it, to pluck them out of it whether they 
will or no. To ſpeak more } wee wid we are, as [ 
apprehend, wanting in theſe Six things. - 

I. That perſons that cannot live without Relief have 
not been provided of ſome Work or other which they 
might be capable of doing, and alſo forced to do to help- 
{omething towards their Relief. 

2. That Perſons taking Relief have not yet been obli- 
ged to Iive on ſuch cheap Proviſions as they might be 
well ſuſtained with. 

3- That perſons living Idely and Extravagantly have 
not been ſufficiently enquir'd into, and obligd to live 
within the compaſs of what either their Labour or Eſtate 
can well maintain, 

4. That there hath been no Care taken to maintain on 
the publick Charge the Children of ſuch perſons who 
have more than their honeſt Labour and Induſtry can 

ſupport. 

* * 5, That for thoſe perſons whole Idleneſs and Luxury 
hath led them into the aforeſaid Crimes of Robbery, Clip- 
ping, and Coyning, and the like, there have not been the 
moſt proper Puniſhments uſed, either to amend them, or 
deter others from the ſame Wickedneſs. Bur, 

6. And chiefly, the great DefeQ has been in that the 
moſt proper Overſeers, and ſuch as would and could make 
it their Buſineſs continually to keep the Methods for the 
Relief of the Poor and Puniſhment. of the —— on 

oot, 


whe may 
by 
of the Wicked, or by any other Name that fn | 
 *-—thinks convenient. Theſe Inferiour Magiſtrates I w EE 


Ne Be ns Tone If hea tage 


on Parliament) ſhould have the care 
that alſo there ſhould be a great number of 
of an- Inferiour Rank d for this 

be termed Fathers of the Poor, Clirdblers ang 
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choſen out of Men that are worth 10004 or there» . + 
abouts, and they may be choſen by the lahabitants of - © ©. 
the ſeveral Pariſhes, and Approved and Sworn by the + 
Juſtices at the 2 garter-Seffovs, And of their Qualities ? 


and Offices ſhall ſpeak anon. 
Having thus appointed, as I think, proper Overſeers ang 
Executers of my I to the Methods 


themſelves: And, firſt, 1 propoſe to have ſome Conve- 
nient and Certain Diviſion made of the Kingdom, each 
Diviſion to conſiſt of about Two or Three thouſand” Fa- 
milies or Houſholds; and fo the Diviſion that is already 
of Counties, where the Counties are ſinall, and not po- 
pulous, may ſerve where they are larger. And likewiſe 
in the Great City of London the Divifion may be accords 
ingly. In every ſuch DiviGon, [ propole to have Twe 
publick Houſes erected, the one to be both an yon 
and a and the other to be both 2- 
houſe and a Pyſſon, ; 

For the Hoſpital Workhouſe, I would have it built as - 
cheap as poſſibly may be, that ſo there may be the more. 
Relief and Comfort afforded to ihe Poor ; which'is the 

Left 
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beſt End of all Charitable Works. T propoſe to haveit 
built in.this manner, viz. >» 1 Ms 

To have one very large Room built pretty high, with 
only an Earthen Floor, and a Hearth in*the midſt of it; 
and round about this great Room,” T'would have 4buns 
dance of little low Rooms, as it were Cabbms opening in- 
to the great Room, where | would haveall the Wintep 
a conſtant Fire kept, Day and Night, that fo it might 
warm into the little Cabbins when their Doors were 
open, and might be as a Common Fire to all|-the Poor 
that lodg'd in them; and might likewiſe ferye to dreſs 


their Meat, (there being no need of Roſt, arid-for boil © 
ing in little Crocks, or Pipkins, this, Fire will ſeryvevery 
well) and likewiſe to warm and dry their Clothes, nd” 2 $ 
all other neceſſary Uſes. This Fire may be made of they” 


Cheapeſt Fuel in the reſpeAive Countries ; 'and, c&tains 
ly, One good great Fire can be kept much cheaper than 
a great many little ones. And, becauſe there may be 
an Inconvenience in keeping this place too hot and cloſe, 
I propoſe, That over the little Cabbins there may be 
Lattice: Windows into this great Room, to be quite open- 
ed when it is thought” convenient. Withonr the, little 
Cabbins that are round the great Room, I propoſe, to 
have ſome Ground, wherein every Poor Body may Þave 
a little Garden to his or her reſpeRive Cabbin, anda Door 
to open outwards to the Garden, 'as well as one to open 
inwards to the Common Room, — Bur, ſome of the Cab. 
bins I would have made opener and airier than the others, 

that ſo in then Children may lodge; as Thall be-ſhewn. 
Now, if to any Diviſion one of theſe greatRooms, with 
the Cabbins about it, may not be ſuffictentto contam the 
Poor, there may be two, or imore, built in the ſame man- 
ner near together : But it will always be neceflary tohave 
ane of rhis fort of Rooms kept diſtinctly for the Sick. 
PF. ont 
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'Buk tho' there > | -fo 
2 jo re is > marny'of 
Waſhbouſe will ſerve them-alh; 
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kind of a homely Barn built,where they may work ih the 
dry, thoſe Works that cangox conveniently be dane either 
in their little Cabbins or the common Fire-room. 
- » Laſtly, I would have theſe Houles ro be built in. the 

moſt barren places, except thoſe of the Cities of London 
and Wefimin/ter, who know beſt where to- place them. 
In all Diviſions that border on the. Sea, 1 wauld have theſe 
Houſes built as nigh the Sea as;may be, that fo the Poor 
may have Employment about the Filhery, and may be 
the chcaper fed by the Plenty of Filh. 


Having thus. contriv'd a. Place of Being or Habitat ion, 
we-are next to conſider, Who are to-be pur incg 
it; and then, What they arc to do here. - And, * 


Firſt, would have all Perſons who receiye Colle un 
or who cannot well live without ColleGion at leait, at 
thoſe times when they can dolittle or nothing.ar Home, 
(which is to be judg'd of by the aforeſaid Fathers of 1b 
Poor) to be {ent to this place. W.. 

Secondly, I would have all Sick, Lame, Diſabled, and 
Bed-rid Perſons to be (cnt hither. | 

Thirdly, 1 would have all the ſupernumerary Children 
that are more than their Parents can Maintain by their 
Honeſt Labour and Induſtry, to be ſent to this Pee , 

. B 2 nc | 
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And' then, Secondly, For what they are to do in 
this place. 


Firſt, 1 do ſuppoſe that there are no Perſons ſo Old'or 
Decrepit, but that they may beable to do ſome Work 
or other which may gain ſomething ; and rho* this Gain 
be never ſo ſmall, yer if it be conſtant, it will help to- 
wards their Maintenance, and wilt alfo be an Eaſe and 
Comfort to the Poor Body, by amuſing and diverting 
him from Thinking on his Poverty, or other Miſery 
and by ſeeing that he is able to do —_— towards 
the Publick Good. For thoſe that are altogether Help- 
iefs, ſome of the Poor that are able, may have it for 
their Work to tend them, and ſome to tend and take 
care of the Children, eſpecially the ſmalleft, who- may 
be lodg'd in the wideſt or airieft Cabbins, One or more, 
with the Poor Women that: are fitteſt to rend' them. 
Amd ſometimes the Mothers of a great many ſmall Chil- 
dren may be taken into the Hoſpital to tend their own 
and other's Children. But, I ſuppoſe that Children of 
Five or Six Years old may be capable of ſome Work that 
may give fome little Aſhſtance rowards their Mainte- 
nance. I donot preſume, That the Work of the Poor 
ſhould be able to maintain them, but ſo far as it helps 
rowards it, fo far the Pablick Charge is eaſed; and, 
perhaps, 1t may go much farther than: People do now 
apprehend, eſpecially in that Frugal way of Living that 
[ propoſe for All in this Hoſpital-workhouſe. For, 

rt, For their C/oathing,l propoſe, That every one,in tle 
Winter, have a Waſlccat, Coat and Breeches for the Men, 
and a Waſtcoat, Petticoat, and Gown for the Women, 
the Gown being not open before, but coming down like 
an Upper Petticoat, and Lac'd before ; and all this to be. 
of coarſe white Cloth, that fo it may be waſh'd when 


there 


There may be 
to wear next therms Of theſe | 
have two Suits, that the _ be worn while-the 
| other is waſh'd and clean'd; and- two Suits together 
worn alternately, will laſt as long as two new Suits: 
given the one after the other. This for their Clothes, 
then for their-Dzee. 

It may be remember'd;I propos'd a Garden to every 
Cabbin, which may be planted with Cabbages, Carrots, 
Turnips, Potatoes, and the like, by thoſe of the Poor 
that are able to doit; and a- little Salt Beef or Bacon 
with.the {aid Roots or: Herbs, will go+ a good way. 
They may likewiſe have good-boyling Peaſe provided. 
for them, with Broth, Milk, Brown Bread; - and the. 
cheapeſt Cheeſe, and rhe like, at the Diſcretion of the 
Fathers, always contriving to have the Djet that is leaſt 
expenſive, provided it be wholſom. 

Having faid as much as is neceſfary of the Zeſpital- 
Workbouſs, 'I proceed now to the Preſon-Workhouſe;about 
which there. needs little more Contrrvance, than to have: 
it. built ſtxong enough, and ſo as to keep every. Perſon 
apart hard at Work. | 

Several ſorts of the Fardeſt Works, and moſt Benefi- 
cial, ſuch as, if a Man or Woman be kept cloſe to them, 
they rey carn conſiderably more than their -Expenee;. 
are to be tound out for thoſe that are detain'd 4n the 

Pri- 


phos 08 be abte 

Priſon Workhouſe + And, that they may be. topo 
_- h with ſuch Works, .they-ſhould be» fed” with 
cone but hearty Fare. 1/) © 1905 & =, 
Ahd for their Clothing, there w no _oged of any more, at 
leaſt; for the great Malefafors but: yall to. cover their 
Shame. Thele Priſor-Workbnsſes JL i9uld - have always 
to- be in ſome City or' great Fowny: tar beang (Mevere 
Priſons, they may be well guarded ; ahd that the fre« 
quent Sight of them may deter the more from choſe 
Vices that bring Perſons into fuch Punithment. And 
alſo, that the Criminals being: not | luffer'd ro wag 
abroad, may be the eaſier provided both of Food and 
Work. | 

fnto theſe Priſon-Workhouſes T would have ſent, | 

F. 1#, All Robbers on the Highway, Honſebreakers,Clippers 

and Coiners, Pickpockets, and the like, there to be kept till 
by the Overplus of whar they gun by their Labour, 
they have made ample SatisfaQtion to all whom they 
have wrong'd; till they have paid for their Taking ; 
and till they have acquir'd ſuch a Habit of Induſtry 
and Faring hard, that they” may be truſted againamong 
Honeſt People, And, after all that, the Correctors 
ought to make them either work there till they have 
given ſomething to theſe Houſes, that have done them 
ſo much good, or to rake an Obligation of them to. do 
io when they have got Something in the World ; the 
forfeiture of which Bond ſhould be to return. to thoſe 
Priſon-Workhouſes* And in"this Method it is obferva- 
ble, that. C/zppers and Coimers, who have done the Na- 
tiou ſo much Injury, that they can never make it Re- 
paration, will be kept here in Hard Slavery as long as 
they live: As, indeed, 1t is fit ſuch Mſchievous Beaſts 
ould beever kept up in Cloſe Durance. 


But 
d 


nd in this raan- 
to afy one by that Murder, or to the Pablick, by the 
Loſs'of two Members of the Commonwealth ; that is, 
of the Perfon murder'd, and-of the Murdezer, who there- 
by forfeited his Life.” | And whea he' hath 'paid- theſe 
Debts, let him alſo pay the Debt that he oweth the Taw 
of his Blood. ” Ke 204 
IF. 24ly, I would have ſent into this Priſon Work 
houſe all Proſtitutes, of ong6r the other Sex, and'all that 
liveupon Bawdery. ADEN 11/4 I. 
HI. 3dly, All Frasdulent Debrors, who' are as bad, "if 
not worſe than Robbers. Tt Thould be in the Power of 
Creditors, Who -car prove their Debrs, to caſt their 
Debtors that will not 'pay- nts this Priſons; and there, 
when: the CorreQors have exatnin'd the Caſe, if they 
find a Man to be in Debt meerly through Mafoegyen, 
they flifl;move the Creditor and others to be Charira- 
ble'ro "hiny;- and dv what they can to Compound his 
Debts, and to put him again into - a way of Living: 
And if they cannot do this, "they ſhall order him to F 
be uſed kindly, allowing fome ſmall matter to his Credi- 
| tor 


out of his Labour w Enquiry — the ttt 
tor out is ; But 5 i : , 
find the Debtor contratted thoſe Debts with a © 
to cheat his Creditor, the ſuch a Debtor is to be uſed 
in all reſpeQs as a Thief, he being fuch a Thief asa Man 
cannot be aware of. 

IV. 4thly, To this place ſhould be ſent all Waxdering 
Beggars, all Petty Chapmen, Pedlers, T inkers, and the like, 
who may be, and often are, of a very lewd and wicked 
Life, being under no Bodies InſpeQtion, nor being to be 
found to be puniſh'd for their Cheats and Thefts, by 
reaſon of their Wandering Life, and bearing likewiſe 
no publick Burdens or Taxes ; and fo are no way bene- 
ficial, but very injurious to the Commanweal. | 

Ia like manner, after. the ' Zoſpiral-Workbouſes are 
ſetled, if any pretend to Travel with Paſles, amon 
whom there are now many Cheats, they may be clap' 
up into theſe Priſex-Workhouſes, becauſe that there may 
be Care taken, that thoſe that have truly need to paſs 
from one place to another, ſubſiſting upon Charity, may 
be reliev'd, and ſent from one Zoſpital-Workhouſe toano- 
ther, doing Something for their Living, during their 
ſtay in each Hoſpital-Workhouſe. 

V. 5thly, All Notoriouſly-Idle and Riotous Perſons, who 
Spend much beyond their Earning or Income, ſhould be 
ſent to theſe Priſou-Workhoauſes, there to be kept to Hard 
Labour and Hard Diet, till it-may be reaſonably hoped 
they are Cured of that /d/eneſs and Extravagance. 

All theſe Perſons are to be us'd better or worſe, with 
Reged to their Lodging, Clothing, Food, CorreAzion or Time 
of dirance ; according to their different Crimes, and what 
may tend beſt to their efteQtual Cure: And fo much 
mult reſt upon the Juſtice and Diſcretion of the Corre- 

Hors, who, as you will fee by what follows, are to give 
an Account of what they do. 


Ha- 


"6b as: — 


"= "EP E "TL, "WES : ” = 
f | | . A 


Having thus ſpoke of this Priſon-Forkhouſe, and who 
are to be put into it, and how they are to be Fed, Cloth' 
and Hmd!'d, there is one thing yet remains, which may 
be thought ſtrange ; that is, I would have all theſe wic- 
ked Men and wicked Women, that are in theſe places, 
married together, if there be enough of each Sex, and 
they are not married before. But here I except the 
Murderers, of whom I would have no Offspring: For 
the reſt, let them be brought to Marry one with ano- 
ther : which will be no hard matter. And, that their 
Matching may be lirtle or no hinderance to the Work 
either of the Men or of the Women ; and alſo, that the 
may produce ſtrong and healthy. Children, I propoſe, 
That they may accompany together but once ina week, 
every Saturday, about Three of the Clock ; the Man and 
his Wife may ceaſe their Labour, and be brought toge-- 
ther, and ſo Sup and Lodge together, and the next day 
be parted again; where both Men and Women, in feve- 
ral Diviſions of a Room where they cannot ſee each 
other, may be brought to hear Divine Service and a 
Sermon ; then being had to their reſpective little work- 
ing Rooms again , they may lodge by themſelves, and 
the next Morning early returnto their Work. 

As for the Women that prove with Child, they may 
nevertheleſs be held ro their Work, tho* in ſome de- 

abated ; and when they are brought to Bed, the 
ildren ſhall be remov'd to the Foſpital Workhouſe, 
there to be ſuckl'd by ſome poor Women, or brought 
up by Hand ; and the Mothers, as ſoon as they are able, 
ſhall be forced to retura to their hard Labour. But 
when the Man and the Woman have wrought them- 
ſelves out of the Priſon-Workhouſe, they ſhall have their 
Children ſeat them, if they are wy to keep them, 
I am 
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Tam ſenſible it will be objeQted, That in the Contri- 
vance of both the Zſpital and Priſon-Workbouſe T bring 
a needleſs and mighty Burthen upon the Publick, in 
loading it with the Charge of fo many Children. But 
I think ir a Fault in any Conſtitution, not to encou 
the encreaſe of Lawful Children, eſpecially when they 
are like to be train'd up in all Frugality and Induſtry, as 
theſe will be. And it may be fo contriv'd, that in a 
little time this may be no Burthen at all to the Publick; 
tor, the Fathers of the Poor may have Power given them 
to oblige every one that hath been bronght up in In- 
fancy in the Zoſpital-Workhouſe, after they can get more 
than is n-cefſary for their own Maintenance, to pay to 
the Z7oſpital-Workhouſe, the Men as much as will train 
up two infants, and the Women as much as will train 
up one, in like manner as they had been trained np 
themſelves; and that under pain of being ſent to the 
Priſon-Workhouſe. And then, conſidering how frugally 
Ciuldren will be kept in the ZZoſpital-Workhouſes, how 
ſoon they will be able to get their own Living, or 
Something towards it, and how many Charitable Gifts 
will be ſent to thoſe places, where People will be fati(- 
fied 'twill be ſo well employ'd. This'training up of a 
numerous company of Children will be found to be lir- 
tle or no Charge, and yer a mighty Advantage to the 
Publick. Tt will alſo prevent a Fs deal of Sin, en- 
courage Marriage, and encreale a healthy and wel 
wurtur'd People. 


come now to ſpeak of the Privileges, Powers, and 
Duties of the Fathers of the Poor, and Correfors of the 
Wicked; who are to be the Overſeers and Executers of 
theſe Methods, agd upon whoſe Diſcretion, Care, and 


Fidelity all the Succeſs of the Deſign will depend. 


And, 
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And, 1/f, of their Privileges. fpimadls th: 


is but 
ſuck'Perfons who are ſo be cars th | 
have ſome Priyi and cherefare I think it fit that 


they be excus'd from the Burthen of any other Office, 
from Serving on Furies, and the like; and that, as Ma- 
ofſtrates of a lower degree, they have Precedence, and 
their Wives likewiſe, of all of their Rank and Condition, 
that at their EleQtion they have preſented them at che. 
Publick Charge a Walking-ſtaff with a Silver Head, w:th 
the Pitures of Jufice and Charity engrav'd upon it, tor a 
Badge of their Othice and Authority. | 


= 

2dly, For their Powers. thould, I think, have 
the Power of perpetual Conſtables, tho* not obliged to 
at any of the Conſtable's Office, but when their Du- 
ries hereafter mention'd oblige them, They ſhould al- 
ſo haye Power and Authority to enquire and demand of 
any Perſon who appears to live Idley and Riotouſly, and 
to ſpend more than he or ſhe can have honeſtly coming 
in, how 1rt is that they maintain ſuch Expence: And if 
they do deny or refuſe to give an Account, that-theo 
the Correftor of the Wicked have Power in himſelf to 
ſend ſuch a Perſon immediately away to the Prijou- 
Workhouſe, and that all Perſons be aiding and affiſting 
him in ſo doing. Bur if the ſaid Suſpected. Perſon 
offer ſome {Account of the Anſwering of his Income to 
his Expence, and that Account be not fatisfaRtory, to 
prevent-the Effet of Private Malice, the Correfor (hall 
have the Perſon before a Juſtice of Peace, who with the 
Aſſiſtance of another Juſtice, may examin him; and, if 


they fee cauſe, may by their Joint-Warrant {end hun 
to the Priſon Worklouſe. 
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In like manner each Father of the Poor ſhall have 
Power to Examin, how any Poor man ſupports. his Famis: 
ly of Children; and if he find that ſuch Poor man hath 
more than he can ſupport by his honeſt Labour, he ſhall 
take from him ſo many as he thinks fit, and ſend them, 
whether the Man and his Wife will or no, to the Hoſpitals 
Workhouſe ; and when he ſeeth convenient, ſend the Mo» 
ther allo with the Children, where the Father may ſee 
chem every Sun:/ay, provided he bring enough to feed. 
chem and him for that day. 

And in caſe, by reaſon of this Dependance, any La- 
bouring man ſhould turn Idle or Sottiſh, he may be for- 
ced to work, by the ſame Remedy that is provided for 
all other idle Perſons ; that is, by being ſent to the 
Priſon Workhouſe, if nothing elſe will reform him; for 
it is not deſign'd, that any man ſhould be eas'd of any 
more Burthen than what he cannot by his honeſt Indu- 
ſtry ſupporr. 

As to the Apprehenſion of thele Zouſe-breakers, Cor- 
| rupters of the King's Coyn, Pickpockets, all ſuch as.live on 
Bawdery, Gypfies, Walking Beggars, Wandring Petty-chap» 
men, and the like, this may {ſtill be left to the Uſual 
Conſtables, and by a Juſtice's Warrant they ma 
be ſent to the Priſon - Workhouſe, where they wi 
beſt be Corrected ; that is, both puniſh'd and made bet- 
ter. 

But, becauſe this Duty is too often negleted by the 
Ordinary Officers, the CorreQors may be impower'd 
firſt to complain to the Juſtices, and, if that will not 
do, by their own. Authority to ſeize the aboveſaid Cri- 
minals, and' ſend them to the Priſon-Workhouſe, where 
fch Criminals ſhall remain, only paying double for 
their Dzet, till at a General Court the. Truth of _ 
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I propoſe, That the Aaenay kr Sk we 
Correflors meet theF irſtDay of-every Month, unleſsthe 
Firſt Day happen to be ,' and then they may meet 
the next Day, which "ſhall be &all'Stheis: Gene 


ral Court : Let them meet in a fall Body one Month at 
the Zoſpital-Workhbouſe, and the next Mgath at the Pri 
fou-Wortbveſe When chiey meet #r the morn 
houſe they ſhall chuſe 6ur” a Cotnthittce of 'Ten,/q qnigh 
them neceſſary InſtruQions, ſerid them ''ro 

Pri on-workhouſe, who ſhall be term'd The General Court 
at the Priſon-workhouſe for that Month : And'ſo, in like 
manner, when rhey meet. all at the Prijewiorkinee, 
ſhall they do by the is arty nn 

Now, at the meeting of theſe General Courts, cither 
of the Whole Body, or of the Committee of Ten, which 
ſhall be always taken as a General Court, there (halt be 
a ſhort Sermon or Exhortation 
or Charity, made by ſome Miniſter 6f- the Diviſion : And 
let it be obſerv'd, That every Parſon or Vicar in each 
Diviſion ſhall have Power to come, if he pleaſes, into 
every General Court of that Diviſion, and may _ 
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AR, and Vote in the faid Courts 
and Correttor may ; but ſhall 1b ops 0 00 He Ot 
fice, beſides making his Exhortation in his turn. 

As ſoon as tho.Coure is (ate, thy Is Bu 
man and a Clerk out of their own. xy, to 
that ſoa]! may.underſtang Methods 4-7 on 
and to avoid mlciplying ry who: arg, alw: 
ha mg and often an occafion,,of Corruption and In- 
uſtice 

The firſt thing the Court ſhall proceed in ar the Pris 
Jon, workhouſe thall be, to call before them all . al 
ſons; that have been {ent thither, ſwnce. the laſt 
and they ſhall hear their reſpeQtive Caſes, and —_ 
them- Juſt Diſcipline :: But,; if! che. Caſe ſeem difficult, 
and there he, only..the ,Qommuree of,;Ten fitting, they 
may defer the Gondemning to Diſcipline. till the next 
Court, when, Pig raeT Ns wall meet there, keeping 
the fuſpeted Criminal F-47 upon the Charge of 
ing double what his Diet coſt, for the benefir —y be 
Hottr,. which 1s no-mare. than Men pay in Inns; 
be may be! obliged: ta pay cither, out:of what he he 
qut of his-Labour.. 

The next thing to be conſider'd by the Court is, To 
contrive the molt proper and beneficial Works to be done 
@tthat time by the Criminals ;, And, for. this reaſon, the 
Corredtors of the, Wicked ſhould be choſen, at leaſt-a 
great part of them, our of ſeveral Trades, that they may 
the better know. how to had out and preſcribe ſuch 
Works. 

[think it noOhbjeRion to ſay; That perhaps the Cri- 

 minals will not.do;the Works as they ſhould. be done; 
ſince Scourging, and Pinching with Funger will tame the 
higheſt Spirit, and make them do even what you pleaſe. 
And if tome thould dye under the Diſcipline, - this, in 
re- 
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The Duty of th eſe Stewards ſhall be as followeth. 
Two of. t all buy 1 in Proviſions for the FE 
Two ſhall ſee the Wo A wb in and 
Two ſhall ſee Due ion 
Two ſhall Pay the Inferiour Of 61-99 inf the 
Diſcipline, 'or carry the Pro % or Work to and fro, 
and t6 take an Account of wh: laid Out and Earn 4. 

The other Two to. draw. vj ro whole Atcount 
brought them 'by their ems Breen and to conſider 
it, and make their. beſt Remarks upon it ; and preſent 
it, with their wag ks, ener ful Court. And, at f, 
leaft, two of the 6, th lodge in the Priſon- 
workhouſe, i in ſor! a cofiveriient Rgom ſer aſide for that 
purpoſe. 


The like Courſe is to be taken for the Z7oſpital-work- 
houſe, Ten Stewards are to be choſen monthly. 

Two to (ce Proviſions colle&ed and brought in-.. 

Two to provide proper Work. 

Two to ſee any Irregularity correfted. 

Two to pay Neceſſary Officers, and make a ſtate of | 
the Receipts and Disburſements. 
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And this Burthen will not be.great upon any man, 
becauſe in a Hundred and twenty Father-Correftors, 
which is the leaſt number I propoſe for every Diviſion, 
it can come to a Man's Turn but twice in a Year. 

In Heſpital-workbouſes that are in Inland Counties, the 
Fathers of the Poor need only breed up the Children 
to be fit for Servants to Husbandmen, . or to be Appren- 
tices to Handicraft-Trades ; and to be taught to Read is 
Learning enough for them : But in Z7oſpital-workhouſes 
that are near the Sea, thoſe Boys that are capable, ſhall 
be inſtruQed in all the Art of Navigation ; and All ſhall 


be taught the Skill of Catching and Ordering Fiſh; Boats - 


and Fiſhing-Tackle, and able Perſons to alliſt, being pro- 
vided at the charge of the Houſe. Carte” yy 
To every Hoſpital-workhouſe there ſhall always belong 
ancalie Waggon, with two or three Horſes, to fetch the 
Sick and Decrepit Poor to the Houſe, or to carry ſuch 
from Hoſpital-workhouſe to Foſpital-workhouſe, in their 
paſſage home ; which, will free the Country of a great 

deal of Charge and Trouble. | 
In every Hoſpital-workhouſe T would have ſome private 
place appointed, to be vilited at certain times by the 
Women of the Houſe, to which any young Children 
may be brought, and none ſhall take notice or enquire 
who brought them, or from whom they were ſent ; but 
all (uch Children ſhall be taken in, and brought up by 
the Houſe. This may prevent many Execrable Mur- 
ders, and be a Benefit ro many poor Infants, who, ei- 
ther through their Parents Shame to make their Caſe 
known, or Deſpair of Relief, might ſuffer vety much 
or 
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bring upon the Publick, that hath been anſwer'd alrea- 
dy : And indeed, it is demonſtrable, that the Encreaſe 
the Publick Stock may have from the Labour of One 
from ten to twenty five years old, will more than dou- 
ble or treble pay for the Charge ſuck a one ſtood the 
Publick in, in the time of Infancy: And it is all the 
Reaſon in the World that fieh a one ſhould be oblig'd 
to pay this Debt to the Publick. 

For the Inſtruction of poor Children in Religion, the 
Fathers of the Poor ſball take care that all be taught the 
Church-Catechiſm; and that the Children, as ſoon as they 
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can learn it, ſhall conſtantly ſay the Zord”s Prayer and x; - 


Creed, riſing and going toBed ; at Noon the P/alms for 
the Day, and the Chapters, ſhall be read by the Children, 
and the Letany, with the General Thanks, giving the 
Prayer of St. Chry/oſtom, and the Bleſſing, ſhall be read 
by one of the graveſt men in the Houle, all making the 
Reſponſes. Ar night, ſome ſuch grave Perſon (which 
if there be none other fit, may be one of the Fathers that 
is then Steward in the Houſe) ſhall call the Youth, and 
appoint ſome of them to read the Pſalms for the Day, 
and the Chapter, and then he ſhall reverently rehearſe 
the Lord's Prayer, and the Coledt that follows it in the 
Communion Service, and fo proceed to the Ten Command- 
ments, after every one of which A4# prelent ſhall make 
that Yrayer, to beg Forgiveneſs of God for any Tranſ- 
greilion againlt that Commandment, and His Grace. to 
cnalle them to Keep it better for the cime ro come, fay- 
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[26 ] : 
ing aloud, Lord, have Mercy, &c. I adviſe the Com- 
mandments at Night, that fo, by them, every one may 
examin his AQtions of the Day paſt. After the Com- 
mandments, I would have the two Prayers in the Com- 
mination us'd, the firſt of which begins, 0 moſt mighty 
God, and mercifal Father, -— and the ſecond, Turn thou 
us, Good Lord, &c. only leaving ont the word Faſting, 
Then ſhall follow the Prayer for Abfolution im rhe Com- 
mination; then the Prayer for rhe whole Church-mili- 
tant, and one or two of the Collects in the Commrmion 
Service; with 7he Peace of God, &c., On Sundays all thar 
can ſhall repair ro the Pariſh-Church ; and tor the Sick 
and Decrepir, the Miniſter of the Pariſh may be deſir'd 
at convenient times to vitit them, 


At the Court held at the Z79ſpital-Workhouſe, there 
ſhall be a ſtrict Enquiry made into the ftate of the 
Houſe, what hath been earnd in it, what hath been gi- 
| ven to it, what hath and muſt be expended, and what 
J is wanting in the Income to anſwer the Expence. And 
in my Opinion, they ought always to have a Months 
Proviſion ready beforehand. 

Now, if neither the Gifts nor Earnings will anfwer 
the neceſſary Expence, what is wanting 15 to be levy'd 
an the whole Diviſion, of Two or Three thoufand Fami-*- 
lies, by the Court, in as equal a manner as may be. 
| It is my Opinion, That the Poor ſhould not be kept 
tÞ exceeding hard Labour, but that within an honeſt 
SY they may live Comfortably ; the Charity of 
their Brethren ſupplying what That cannot obrain. 

Exceeding Hard Labour is to be the Puniſhment of the 
Otyer Houſe; bur Poverty, which 1s no Fault, ought not 
to be punilh'd. In thz Levies that are made on the Di- 
viſion, it may be order'd, That Men fend in their Quota's 
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either in Money or. Proviſions, at g re ſind : 
in, -becauſe their Care and Attendance on this Charity i; 
ſufficient for their Part, they being neither £0 have any © 
Stipend, or to make any fort of Gain by their Office ; ®Þ 
only the Charge they are at in conveying the Poor, &c.” 
to the Workhouſles, is to be allow'd them. And. while 
they ſtay at the ZZoſpifal-workhouſe, they ſhall only lodge band 
in ſome of the beft Cabbins, and have the fame Diet a6 
that the moſt-favour'd of the Poor have. 


As to the Priſon-workhouſe, 1 do ſuppoſe it will more 
than maintain it felf?; ir muſt be very negligently look'd 
after if it doth not ; for this is-to be a place of Pain and 
Miſery, there being few, or none, to be long kept here, 
but what deſerve not to live; and ſurely, if they be kept 
to the Hardeſt Labour, . working almoſt naked, they mult 
Earn much more than they Eat. | S 

And indeed, by reaſon of this ſtate of the Priſon-work- 
houſe, 1 do preſume, there will ever be a good Stock: of 
Money beforehand, out of which L would have lent-ro 
Poor induſtrious People ſmall Sums to follow their-little 
Trades with, but obliging themſelves either ro'pay the 
ſame in a little time, or to render themſelves in the Pri- 
ſon-workhoaſe, to fatisfhe their Debt by their Labour. 

Out of this Stock alſo I would have paid to every one 
that diſcovers and cauſes to be apprehended any High- 
wayman, Houſe-breaker, Diminiſher of the King's Coin, or 
Pickpocket, 104. for one that lives in Bawdery 5 4. for 
every Wanderer, Whether Beggar, Gyp/ie, or Pedler, Sc. 
50s. Which Money jhall be Reimburſcd to the Houle, 
out of the Work of the faid Criminal. 
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af Lofty, For the keeping all in due order, I propoſe, 
© "That the Fathers-Correfors, at every Quarter-Seſfions of 
+. the Juſtices of the Peace, preſent a true ſtate of the Hou- 
> ſes to the Juſtices, who may inſpe& their Books, and 
\% . overlook all their Proceedings, and amend what they find 
Av \ amiſs. And from them allo there may be an Appeal to 
- % the Judge of the Aſſize ; and, if need be,-to the King and 
Council. « | ; 

= Having now finiſh'd my deſigned Propoſal, I ſhall firſt 
repreſent ſome Conveniencies of it, which are not men- 
tion'd in rhe Body of rhe Deſign ; and, ſecondly, Anſwer 
ſome Obje&ions that may be made againſt it, and fo leave 

it to take its Fate. 

And, Firff, This will be a certain Means of making 
all Manufactures very cheap among us, when all Hands 
that are capable of doing any thing are continually 
employ'd: And how great an Advantage it muſt be to 
our Foreign Trade, to have our Manufactures cheap, no 
body can be ignorant. 

Secondly, Our of the F7oſpital-workhouſes, that is, of the 
Poor Children that are grown up, and likewiſe out of 
the Priſon-workbouſes, of thoſe that are brought to a Ha- 
bit of Induſtry and Frugality, our Plantations may be 
plentifully and well furniſh'd ; which will likewiſe tend 
to the Advantage ot the Foreign Trade, and much. en- 
creaſe the Riches of the Nation. 

Thirdly, Our of both forts of Workhouſes the King 
may be turnifh'd with able Souldiers ; and out of the 
Houſes near the Sea, with good Seamen : But then l think 
it reaſonable, that when Perſons are taken out either for 
the Plantations, or for Sea and Land-Service, ſome Com- 
penſation be made to the Houſes; to the Priſon Workhouſe, 
ro ſupply what the Perſon taken forth had been condem- 
ned to earn; and to the Zoſpital-Workhouſe, for the train- 
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ing up mors Infants : But, Ichink, it to be obſer- - 
ved, that none be taken out of the Priſon-Workbouſe till 
they may reaſonably be ſuppog'd to be brought to a'Ha- 
bit of Frugality and Induſtry, leſt they do them that take 
them forth more Harm than Good. 

Fonrthly, Out of the Zoſpital-workbouſe any Perſon 
that wants a good Servant, either for Zusbandry, forthe 
Harveſt, or any other ſort of Work, may be ſupplied 
with one for his purpoſe, becauſe that he may there - 
have certain information of ſuch Servants Conditions and 
Qualifications. 

Fifthly, In the Priſon workhouſes no Unhappy Priſoner 
will Suffer more than he hath deſfervd ; as poor Debtors 
now often do in Jayls. 

Sixthly, Any Perſon that wants Work at any time, may 
find it in the Foſpital-workhouſes, vihere the Fathers of 
the Poor are to take care that the Poor never want Work, 
tho* they Earn never fo little; which will always be 
ſome help towards their Maintenance, and Eaſe the charge 
of Collections. 

Seventhly, In the Foſpital-workhouſe the Children of 
Souldiers and Seamen in the Service of their King and 
Country, may be provided for ; which will be a great 
Encouragement to their Fathers to behave themlclves 
Valiantly. 
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And now to the Objedions. 

The Firſt and Main Objetion will be, Where-will you: 
have Money to build theſe Workhouſes > To which I An- 
ſwer, Firſt, As tothe Priſon-workhouſes, they will coſt no- 
thing at all, becauſe che Priſons and-Houles of Corretion 
may'be turn'd' into them: And whereas the Jayls now 
coſt the Country Money, theſe Priſon-workbouſes, it well 
look'd after, will more than maintain themlelves,. and 
cauſe ſuch as have injur'd the Publick, to make ſome Re» 
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paration to it by their Labour ; whereas now Romes live 
very Idely and Wickedly in Jayls, and when [ are 
hang'd, can do no more good. And it is pity that a 
Man thould be rear'd up to do the Publick no Service, 
but only Miſchief. 

As to the Hoſpital-Workhauſes, in the Plain way I have 
propos'd to build them ( for certainly Poor People have 
no need of Palaces) One Years Collection paid before- 
hand, would certainly do it, and the ColleFions for the 
Poor will ever after be abated : Belides, t- may very 
rcafonably be expeRed, that there will be many Bounti- 
jul Contributions to ſo Good and Certain a Piece of Cha- 
rity; and, perhaps, many of the Charitable Donations 
that are up and down in the Kingdom, may be better 
cmploy'd in this way, for the advantage of the Poor, 
winch was the Deſign of rhe Donors, than in the Ways 
tacy now are. 

Secondly, It may be Obj:Qcd, That Thu, as al! other 
Good Deſigns, may in time grow cold, and be negleited. 
Bur againit this Danger, I think, the chuſing ſuch Overs 
{ers as are neither too High to look after it, nor too Low 
to have any laterelt, or however, is a Sufficient Provyi- 
ſion ; for, by this very means, that is, by chuling a great 
many able Citizens for Governours,the Hoſpitals in Loudoy 
are taken bciter care of than any other Charitable Works 
I know in the Kingdom : And, from them, in part, it was 
that | took my Model. 

Thirdly, It may be Objefted, That This takes the 
Tadging of Criminals out of the hands of the Judges of 
Aſ/ize. That it doth not wholly, becauie that to them 
there is always an Appeal; and belides, the Sentencing 
of any great Offender to the atoreſaid Puniſhments, may, 
if ir þe thought belt, ſtill be reſerv d to them; and ſo 
this Mcthod that is propos'd will only alter the Puniſh- 

ments 
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ments for the- better. he Damage Xeepers and _. 
other Officers may reccive hereby, that may be Reme- 
died, by putting themy if they:arc honeſt, into likeOf- "8 
ces in theſe, Reformed Priſons. 0h, +; 
Laſtly, It may be ſaid, That zt will be Hiffcalt to fed 
enow Perſons ſufficiently hardeheirted, to execute Neceſſary 
Diſciplines upon all Criminals. To which anſwer, That. 


| YO 


